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Timeline for determining the content of the 2026 Census
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May 2026

Stakeholder 
engagement and 

consultation to identify 
proposed 

modifications:

Fall 2022 through 
winter 2023

Qualitative testing of the 
proposed modifications 

and potential new 
content: 

Spring through fall 2023

2024 Census Test

Quantitative testing of 
content options:

Spring through Fall 2024

Cabinet decision on 
Content for the 2026 

Census:

Winter/Spring 2025

Publishing content in 
the Canada Gazette:

Summer 2025

We are here

May 12, 2026
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– General health
– Homelessness
– Sexual orientation, for Canadians

aged 15 and over

– Population group
– Canadian Military experience
– Education
– Labour market activities
– Commuting
– Child care 
– Housing

Modified:

New:

– Date of birth, sex at birth and gender
– Relationship to Person 1 and marital status
– Language of instruction
– Activities of daily living
– Non-official languages
– Ethnic or cultural origins
– Indigenous peoples

Overview of 2026 Census content

Returning in 2026: – Religion



New content: General health
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➢ A simple, valid, reliable measure and 
an important indicator for overall health 
status and well-being that can be used for 
program evaluation and planning at all 
levels.

➢ Statistics Canada’s harmonized content – 
used in many health surveys. 

➢ Among top data gaps reported in 
consultation.

General health



New content: Homelessness
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New questions to capture:
➢ One-year retrospective experiences with absolute 

homelessness
➢ One-year retrospective experiences with hidden 

homelessness
➢ Current experience with hidden homelessness.

Among top reported data gaps, information could 
be used at all levels to evaluate requirements in 
the National Housing Strategy Act and for program 
evaluation and resource allocation. 

Homelessness
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New content: Sexual orientation ➢ Among the most frequently reported 
data gaps in census content. 

➢ The addition of a question on sexual 
orientation on the 2026 Census would 
enable Statistics Canada to produce 
census data on the 2SLGBTQ+ population 
and provide opportunity for Canadians 
to respond to a questionnaire that 
reflects the diversity of the population.

➢ As of 1996, the Canadian Human Rights 
Act specifically includes Sexual 
orientation as one of the prohibited 
grounds for discrimination. It is the only 
one of the groups identified in the Act 
for which census data are not currently 
available.

Sexual Orientation



Returning content: Religion

7

➢ No changes to the question, but the list of 
examples of denominations or religions is 
updated for 2026.

➢ The question on religion is included for the 
first time in a census conducted in a 
census year ending with ‘6’.

Religion
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2026 Census of 
Population Cycle 



Current and future steps
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2025-26
• Complete systems adjustments and infrastructure fit-up
• Printing the questionnaires and letters
• Census website goes live for recruitment
• Data operations centre in service
• Recruit Statistics Act field staff
• Census website goes live for EQ collection in January 2026
• Early enumeration in February 2026

2026-27
• Complete systems adjustments and infrastructure fit-up (ongoing)
• Printing questionnaires continues (ongoing)
• Main data collection period starting in May 2026
• NRFU in May through July 2026
• Data processing in April through September 2026
• Release population and dwelling counts

2027-28

• Complete dissemination
• Data quality studies

2028-29

• Complete the evaluation 
of the cycle.



Published products

• The Daily (July 4, 2025)

• Road to 2026 (July 4, 2025)

• Canada Gazette (July 5, 2025)

• Census Content Consultation Report (April 17, 2024)

• Regional Discussion Report: Review of First Nations, Métis and Inuit questions for the 
2026 Census of Population (May 29, 2024)

• Census Dissemination Consultation Report (Fall 2024)
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/250704/dq250704a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/250704/dq250704a-eng.htm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/road-enroute/index-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/road-enroute/index-eng.cfm
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-07-05/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-07-05/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/consultation/92-137-x/92-137-x2024001-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/consultation/92-137-x/92-137-x2024001-eng.cfm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/412000012024001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/412000012024001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/412000012024001
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/consultation/dissemination-diffusion/index-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2026/consultation/dissemination-diffusion/index-eng.cfm
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Questions?
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Appendix



Modifications to existing content (1)
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Content Modifications for 2026

Date of birth, sex at birth 
and gender

New sequence and updated definitions. 

Relationship to Person 1 
and marital status

New sequence and updated help text.

Language of instruction A skip has been added to the electronic questionnaire, for children under the age of 3, 
for whom these questions do not apply.

Activities of daily living Replaced outdated and sensitive terminology.

Knowledge of non-
official languages

Wording changes in English to improve data quality, comparability to French, and 
capture sign languages.

Ethnic or cultural origins Updated help text and revised list of examples of Indigenous origins, country-based 
origins, and other origins.



Modifications to existing content (2)
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Content Modifications for 2026

Indigenous identity Removed terms “North American Indian” and “Indian” from questions where possible, 
explaining use of term with help text where it cannot be removed (i.e., “Registered or 
Treaty Indian” per the Indian Act).

Population group Removed existing skip so that those who self-identify as First Nations, Métis, or Inuit can 
also report identifying with another population group and added an additional answer 
category for “First Nations, Métis or Inuk (Inuit)”.

Métis government, 
organization or 
settlement

Updated names of Métis organizations to be more current.

Canadian military 
experience

Moved the question from the short to the long form, improved question wording and 
added additional response categories.



Modifications to existing content (3)
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Content Modifications for 2026

Education Improved college program duration question to adhere to international standards and 
improve usefulness. Updated the school attendance question with a defined reference 
period to improve comparability with the T2202 tax form.

Labour market 
activities

Reordered questions to allow for new flows for certain populations and reduce response 
burden. Added answer category that allows respondents to self-identify “retired” status to 
skip labour force questions that do not apply to them.

Commuting Changes focussed on measuring new hybrid work arrangements and include an adjustment 
to the Place of Work question to permit hybrid work arrangements.

Child care Expanded question to identify both paid and unpaid child care for each child and changed 
question to include children aged 13 and under.

Housing Replaced the question about « dwelling on a farm operation » with data collected from the 
Census of Agriculture.



A new sequence to allow for 
dynamic use of “woman”, “girl”, 
“man”, “boy” according to new 
Statistics Canada collection 
standards for these topics.

Updated definitions of “sex at birth” 
and “gender” to improve 
respondent understanding. 

Date of birth
Gender

Sex at birth

2021 Census 

2026 Census

Content changes for 2026



17

Content changes for 2026

R2P1 now appears before the Marital 
status module.

Text changes to response categories 
to use inclusive and gender-neutral 
language which better reflects 
changes in Canada’s social context.

Relationship to person 1 
(R2P1)

2021 Census 

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Updated help text for Common-law 
partnerships to improve respondent 
understanding.

Marital status

2026 Census

2021 Census 



19

Content changes for 2026

Added a skip, on the electronic 
questionnaire, for children under 
the age of 3 for whom these 
questions do not apply.

Changes to the questions to 
improve data quality.

Language of instruction

2021 Census

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Replaced outdated and sensitive 
terminology (change from “substance 
abuse” to “substance use disorder”) in 
part ‘e’.

Activities of 
daily living

2026 Census

2021 Census



Wording changes in English to 
improve data quality, 
comparability to French, and 
capture sign languages.

Knowledge of non-
official languages

Content changes for 2026

2021 Census 

2026 Census 
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The on-screen instructional text 
about “ancestors” has been revised 
to help respondents understand how 
far back in their family tree to go.

The linked list of 500+ examples has 
been revised to be strictly alphabetic 
vs. divided into three columns 
(Indigenous origins, country-based 
origins, and other origins).

Ethnic or cultural origins
2021 Census 

2026 Census

Content changes for 2026
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Content changes for 2026

Removed terms “North 
American Indian” and “Indian” 
from questions where 
possible, explaining use of 
term with help text where it 
cannot be removed (i.e., 
“Registered or Treaty Indian” 
per the Indian Act).

Indigenous identity
2021 Census 

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Removed existing skip so that those 
who self-identify as First Nations, Métis, 
or Inuit can also report identifying with 
another population. 

Added an additional answer category 
for “First Nations, Métis or Inuk (Inuit).

Updated question in response to 
feedback from data users and 
stakeholders on the question wording 
and answer options. 

Population group
2021 Census 

2026 Census



Updated questions to improve data 
quality for membership of a Métis 
organization.

Updated names of Métis organizations 
to be more current.

Métis government, 
organization or Settlement

2021 Census 

2026 Census

Content changes for 2026
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Moved the question from the 
short to the long form.

Improved question wording with 
additional categories.

Canadian military 
experience

2021 Census 

2026 Census

Content changes for 2026
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Content changes for 2026

Improved college program duration 
question to adhere to international 
standards and improve usefulness.

Updated the school attendance 
question to a more defined reference 
period to improve comparability with 
the T2202 tax form.

Education

2021 Census 

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Changes focussed on reducing respondent burden, 
improving quality of Labour Force Status estimates 
and aligning better with international and 
Statistics Canada concepts:
➢ Removed 2 questions and 1 sub-question;

1. What was the main reason this person did 
not work for the whole year in 2023, 
meaning from 49 to 52 weeks?

2. What was the main reason this person 
worked mostly part time instead of full time in 
2023?

3. Section, plant, department write-in line under 
“For whom did this person work?”

➢ Reordered questions to allow for new flows for certain 
populations and reduce response burden.

➢ Added answer category that allows respondents to 
self-identify “retired” status to skip labour force 
questions that do not apply to them.

Labour market activities

2021 Census 

2026 Census

Hours worked Layoff/absence
New job                

Look work 
Availability

Last worked   
Industry 

Occupation           
Class of worker

Hours worked Layoff/absence

Last worked 
Industry 

Occupation      
Class of worker

Look for work 

New job 

Availability

2021 Questionnaire

2026 Questionnaire
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Content changes for 2026

Changes focussed on measuring new 
hybrid work arrangements and include 
an adjustment to the Place of Work 
question to permit hybrid work 
arrangements.

Commuting

2021 Census 

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Expanded question to identify both paid 
and unpaid child care for each child; 
universe 13 and under instead of 15+.

Child care
2021 Census 

2026 Census
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Content changes for 2026

Replaced the question about « dwelling on a farm 

operation » with data collected from the Census of 

Agriculture.

Housing
2021 Census 
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