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Context – U.S. tariffs on Canadian exports
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Context – U.S. tariffs on Canadian exports

• Reduced demand for Canadian exports

• Reduced production

• Unemployment

• Lower GDP growth or decline

• Increase in inflation
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Existing initiatives to measure exposure and impact at the 
community level
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Measuring exposure and impact - IRPP

Institute for Research on Public Policy 

Measuring community workforce exposure to U.S. 
exports

Indicators
• Workforce exposure / Industry exposure
• Share of workers exposed
• Number of workers exposed

• Census Divisions proxy for communities
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Measuring exposure and impact - IRPP

Institute for Research on Public Policy 

Measuring community workforce exposure to U.S. 
exports

Indicator: Workforce exposure

• Workforce exposure: Average Industry exposure, 
weighted for share of employment in each industry. 

• Industry exposure: Value of an industry’s U.S. exports 
as a share of output in 2021 for goods-exporting 
industries, and 0 for all other industries. 
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Measuring exposure and impact - IRPP

Institute for Research on Public Policy 

Measuring community workforce exposure to U.S. 
exports

Employment data: 
2021 Census table 98-10-0592-01

Industry data: 
Supply and use tables 12-10-0100-01 
Output by sector and industry 36-10-0488-01
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Measuring exposure and impact - Canadian Urban Institute

Canadian Urban Institute

Tariff Impact Tracker

• Nine indicators at the Census 
Metropolitan Area (CMA) level

• Month-over-month OR Year-
over-Year comparisons
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Measuring exposure and impact - Canadian Urban Institute

Canadian Urban Institute

Tariff Impact Tracker

Jobs and Business

• Number of People Employed

• Number of EI recipients

• Number of Active Businesses
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Measuring exposure and impact - Canadian Urban Institute

Canadian Urban Institute

Tariff Impact Tracker

Prices and Consumer Spending

• Consumer Price Index

• Retail Sales

• Real-time Local Business 

Conditions Index
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Measuring exposure and impact - Canadian Urban Institute

Canadian Urban Institute

Tariff Impact Tracker

Investment

• Number of building permits

• Investment in Building 

Construction

• Commercial Rent Price Index
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Measuring exposure and impact – Canadian Chamber of Commerce (CCC)

U.S. Tariff Exposure Index combines 

• U.S. Trade Intensity = Goods exports to U.S. as share of GDP, 2021

• U.S. Export Dependence = U.S. exports share of total goods, 2023
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Measuring exposure and impact – Canadian Chamber of Commerce (CCC)

U.S. Export Intensity = Goods exports to U.S. as share of GDP, 2021

U.S. Export Dependence = U.S. exports share of total goods, 2023
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Measuring exposure and impact – Canadian Chamber of Commerce (CCC)

Dashboard

• Tariff Exposure Index

• U.S. Trade Intensity = Goods exports to U.S. as share of GDP, 2021

• U.S. Export Dependence = U.S. exports share of total goods, 2023

• Value of goods exported

• Value of goods exported per capita

• Value of goods exported as % of GDP  (trade intensity)

• Goods exported to U.S.  as % of total exports

• Population

• Number of exporters to U.S.

• GDP

• GDP per capita 15



Measuring exposure and impact – Canadian Chamber of Commerce (CCC)

Dashboard

• Gross domestic product (GDP) at basic prices (Table: 36-10-0468-01)

• Trade in goods by exporter characteristics (Table: 12-10-0137-01)
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Measuring exposure and impact – Trever Tombe, University of Calgary

• Provincial-level analysis

• Value added in exports, by industry table (12-10-0100-01)
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Measuring exposure and impact – Trever Tombe, University of Calgary
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Measuring exposure and impact – Trever Tombe, University of Calgary

• Provincial-level analysis

• Value added in exports, by industry table (12-10-0100-01)
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Measuring exposure and impact – Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

• Demographic analysis by industry, using 2021 
Census

• Value added and Employment in selected 
industries

• Disaggregate by gender, race, immigrant status

• National level analysis

• Similar data available at municipal level
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Measuring exposure and impact – York Region Economic Development

• Trade in Goods by Exporter Characteristics
• Number of exporting establishments and value of goods exports

• Trade in Goods by Importer Characteristics
• Number of importing establishments and value of goods imports

• https://www.yorklink.ca/trade/#tariff-news

• Data Source: 
• Statistics Canada, International Accounts and Trade Division, 

custom tabulation 
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Measuring exposure and impact – York Region Economic Development

Census Division

• 2-Level NAICS

• 3-Level NAICS for select manufacturing sub-sectors

• USA vs non-USA destination/origin
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Measuring exposure and impact – York Region Economic Development
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Measuring exposure and impact – York Region Economic Development

Census Subdivision

• USA vs non-USA destination/origin

• Total # importers / exporters

• Total $ value of goods
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Measuring exposure and impact – What are the gaps?

Limitations of previous examples

• Most data on trade and its impacts are available at provincial or CMA level

• Value added in exports table (12-10-0100-01) – valuable data at provincial level

• Data lag often in years

• What indicators can point to impacts and exposure at the community/municipal level?

• What industries are considered exposed?

Where can the CDP step in?
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CDP data for measuring exposure and impact
DescriptionFrequencySourceImpact

# of export-dependent businesses by NAICS 
and employee size range – CSD and CT level

Bi-annualCanadian Business Counts
Statistics Canada

Industry 
disruption

Import-dependent cities: name and number 
of importers, total value of imports

AnnualCanadian Importers Database, 
Innovation Science & 
Economic Dev Canada

Industry 
disruption

Employment in export-dependent industries 
by NAICS

5 yearsCensus of Population
Statistics Canada

Exposed 
workers

EI beneficiaries by sex and age groupMonthlyEI Statistics, ESDC via STCUnemployment

Employment & unemployment rate by 
CMA/CA & Self-contained Labour Areas-SLAs

MonthlyLabour Force Survey
Statistics Canada

Unemployment
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CDP data for measuring exposure and impact

DescriptionFrequencySourceImpact

Business and consumer bankruptcies 
and proposals by FSA

MonthlyInsolvency statistics – Office 
of the Superintendent of 
Bankruptcy

Business & Personal 
Bankruptcy

Average consumer and average 
mortgage debt at 6-digit postal code

AnnualCredit report characteristics, 
TransUnion

Personal debt

Count (units) & value ($000) of new 
residential and non-residential 
construction - building types and the 
type of work done at CSD level

MonthlyBuilding permits
Statistics Canada

Local economic 
activity
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Where to go from here?

• Looking into custom order from Statistics Canada Trade Division

• Total value of exports and Total number of businesses grouped by US vs. Non-US 

• Exports by NAICS classification

• Census Subdivision/Census Division level

• Tariff dashboard to summarize impact and exposure?

• Composite index?

• Map provincial level measures to municipal level?

• Importers’ database
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www.communitydata.ca

information@communitydata.ca

Thanks for listening! 
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