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The Research Goal:
New Tools to Model Flourishing Rural Futures

We know: rural communities have incredible strengths We know: cocreation approaches used in Design disciplines can
in their social capital and community relationships help navigate complexity and foster equitable social transformation
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Affordable Housing Lab: Exploring Expanding Access to Rental Market Data
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The Identified Challenge:

Lack of reliable, detailed, and timely
local data

Current methods are inefficient,
labourious, and don’t result in real-
time data

YOUR SUCCESS

l:" Georgian

Proposed solution:

Leverage technology to expand access to

local rental market data

* Improved access to quality data about
the local rental market

* Improved access to rental unit listings

e Community collaboration

e Student learning benefits
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Strategic Foresight: Scan Club

* Power imbalances in rental market
e Housing trends (tiny homes)

e Multi-generational housing
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Expetiercs

Deeper findings

Technology is one part of the solution
Digital equity: Open access to quality data, flexible data sharing policies
Building relationships and community, understanding power dynamics

Policy/legislation change is slow and based on outdated data
Innovative housing options

Creative funding opportunities
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The protype: Web scraping tool

Challenges:

Partnered with Computer * Data sharing policies
Studies students for their
capstone projects

e Whois the front-end user?
e Stewardship of the app

3 prototypes were developed

Georgian Simcoe County & Regster
comatrCrrsamains & Rental Market Survey Digital Tool “Login

Scraper About How fo use Support Workers & Renters & CCSI & Simcoe
Policy Makers Landlords County Staff
I Y(lu‘lg responsible for making deisions our Use our data fo be betfer informed about what Enter rental market data, edit e
Al v All Locations. v All Sizes Any v Any Price v data will help you. o expect renting in Simcoe County. delete data not nesded.
Month Local Postal Housing Utilities Qty Qry Secondary Secondary Lot
Source L Address N . Q@ ANALYTICS CHARTS </> DATA
Collected Collected Municipality Code Type Included Rooms Bathrooms Suite Suite Type 1 M L o/
8 St. Vincer
4/18/2023 April www.agsecure.ca Barrie “';'mvr:f: " uUnclear Unlear Part 2 1 Unclear Unclear ur
Rental Market Analytics
15 Frances, Main
4/18/2025 April Www.agsecure.ca Barrie Floor & Unclear Unlear Part 2 1 Unclear Unclear Ur
cor Barrie
Sorting through data can be a tedious task. Using some pretty cool technology we have done some of your homework for you. Based on
175 Edgehill, A10 i iS i i i
4/18/2023 April whw.agsecure.ca Barrie 5::“ Unclear Unlear Part 2 1 Unclear Unclear ur our research we decided this is the most likely data you are looking for.
67 Greenwood
4/18/2023 April Www.agsecure.ca Angus Ang Unclear Unlear Part 4 2 unclear unclear ur
ngus
109 Rose Street - April $2,149.30 Apartment 3 Bedroom
4/18/2023 April WwWw.agsecure.ca Barrie Uncleor Unlear Part 2 1 Unclear Unclear ur
Lower Barrie
68 Mary St, - B Month with the most rental ‘Average amount paid for rent Most common type of Most posted number of
4/18/2025 April Www.agsecure.ca Barrie Sechelor Barrie Unclear Unlear Part 1 Unclear Unclear ur isting ads posted in Simcos County buiding found for rent f—
720 2nd Ave
st, 45, Owen
4/18/2023 April Www.agsecure.co Collingwood fa A,,,sﬂi o Unclear Unlear Part 2 1 Unclear Unclear Ur
Collingwood .
R No. of Bedrooms Building Type
The number of bedrooms is House or apartment it makes a
Run App Download .xls Upload .xls almost important as rent. big difference.
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Next steps

 Working with Stewardship Committee on

ideas of where to land the prototypes

* Spinoff prototype: Crowdsourcing Student

Housing Data
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Thank you

Irena Pozgaj-Jones Irena.Pozgajlones@georgiancollege.ca

SociallnnovationGeorgian | Linktree

LinkedIn/Social Innovation Georgian College

Expetiercs

simcoe.ca/communitydata
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mailto:Irena.PozgajJones@georgiancollege.ca
https://linktr.ee/socialinnovationgeorgian
https://www.linkedin.com/company/social-innovation-georgian-college/
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